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. Be ee ee 


Possibilities— Probabilities 


The new Upton Sinclair-— ANOTHER PAMELA (Viking) is of course a sure thing- whether we like 
tt or not; Phyllis Bottome'’s UNDER THE SKIN (Harcourt, Brace) is less sure but her name 
has a certain drawing power; there's an engaging first novel of some small boys and a dog- 
Ahmad Kamal's ONE-DOG MAN (Random House); and the publishers are putting pressure behind 
Carlyle Tillery's RED BONE WOMAN (John Day) although it is in many ways doubtful. See 
below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
March 135 


Delves-Broughton, J. Whittlesey House 
THE HEART OF A QUEEN $3.50 


A tasteful romanticizing of one of history's greatest women, England's Queen 
Bess, which succeeds admirably in giving human warmth and appeal to one of the few famous 
women who used her beauty and cunning benevolently. Taking her story from Blizabeth's 
accession to the crown and following the complex political events through which this woman 
brought her country to a new peakiof internal well-being and international power, the 
emphasis lies on a portrayal of Elizabeth, the woman. Moulded by her dangerous child- 
hood into a pattern of self-discipline, this forced her to frustrate her personal happi- 
ness- her enduring love for Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, for the good of the state. 
The author's extensive research (a bibliography is given) and use of actual conversation, 
speech and letters wherever possible, lend flavor to this portrait which relies chiefly 
on the drama inherent in the untouched facts. 


March 23 


Maugham, Robin Harcourt, Brace 
LINE ON GINGER $2.50 


A short novel which subdues the demoniac, decadent horror of last year's Zhe 

Servant but which again uses this medium to display a sharp sense of drama, a concentra- 
tion of focus, and for a young writer- an expert ease. This is the story of James Merton, 
a barrister, who after an attempted burglary of his flat by Ginger Edwards, in his squa- 
dron during the war, attempts to get a line on Ginger to help set him straight. Approach- 
ing the various men they had known during the war, Merton fails to find him until his lest 
contact leads him to the farm where Ginger is hiding out. And there, breaking through a 
barrier of hostility, Ginger tells him the story of his life; the orphaned childhood and 
the brutal upbringing by an uncle; the job as a waiter in a London restaurant which led 

to his seduction by a worldly woman and its appalling aftermath; and the final heartbreak 
when he is unable to help the youngster adopted by his uncle who appeals to him for help, 
and the boy suicides... There's a natural narrative gift here, a facility, a fluency which 
gives this its accomplishment. 
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March 27 


Meredith, Anne Random House 
$2.75 


THE UNKNOWN PATH 


A less overtly romantic story than The Rich Woman or more recently The Sisters, 
this is still a reasonably sustained narrative of Oliver Youngman, placidly married, and 
the “unknown path" which led down a back street to Lily Brown. Maintaining for many years 
e comfortable course between his public position as the owner of Youngman's Drapery En- 
porium and the pater familias of three girls, and privately his affair with Lily, pert, 
pretty and self-effacing, Oliver is finally forced to reveal the relationship when Lily 
is murdered by his half-crazed brother-in-law. Facing the vindictiveness of his wife, 
who would see him hang for a crime he did not commit, Oliver is finally freed and with 
his youngest girl sets out for a new life in America... Women's wear, to which the Vic- 


torian period details lend .a certain style. 


March 29 


Crown 
THE HEPBURN $3.00 


Westcott, Jan 


An historical romance of the days of Scotland's James IV when border rogues were 
dirty traitors and dirty thieves to the established order of his father's reign, this has 
its full quota of action, the background of English-Scots relations, and deeds both foul 
and fair. With James' victory over his murdered father, Patrick Hepburn comes riding in- 
to the life of headstrong, imperious, Jane Gordon, and it is against this powerful, equal- 
ly self-willed lord of the border that she pits her stratagems, and to whom she finally 
succumbs. It is the story too of her sister, Mary, who learns to love the English spy, 
Sir Mathew Craddock, but who marries the English pretender, Richard, and of James IV's 
love for Meggie Drummond, whose life is ended by poison. And naturally it is the story 
of treachery, dark dealings, bloody fights and courageous escapes. There's plenty melo- 
drama here, and, with a fighting whirlwind of a heroine, Scotland and this period of its 
history takes on a popular, flashing, commercial aspect. By the author of The Border 


Lord (1946). 


Mareh-? L) / /4 


Simon & Schuster 
Cloth $3.00” 


SIMPLE SPEAKS HIS MIND Paper $1.00. 


Hughes, Langston 


These stories might be called a Harlem Mr. Dooley - a comparison that will carry 
substantial weight with the past generation who still remember Finley Peter Dunne's classic 
character. Langston Hughes, a Harlemite himself, has captured the idiom, the pattern of 
thinking, the personality of not only his stock character, “Simple”, but many of his fel- 
lows. Simple airs his views over women, taxes, unemployment, government, Jim Crowism, re- 
ligion, sex, The Law, with the moot problem of race relations a constant itch. He needs 
his beer (and sometimes when profoundly disturbed promotes himself to whiskey)- and usual- 
ly needs the money to pay for it as well. He's a lowly philosopher of no mean gifts, an 
observer and commentator on the ways of his fellow man, a humorist albeit usually uncon- 
sciously. His problems and interests are any man's problems and interests, and Langston 
Hughes, using himself as catalyst, has caught their very fundamental qualities, the es- 
sence of the almost illiterate of his race, Southern-born, city bred. There's under- 
standing and tenderness, and skillec avoidance of any semblance of sentimentality. The 
stories were written originally for the Chicago Defender, and well merit publication in 
book form. Hughes’ hardly earned reputation in varied literary fields will stand him in 


good stead in launching this volume. 
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April 3 


Bottome, Phyllis Harcourt, Brace 
UNDER THE SKIN $3.00 


Setting- an island in the British West Indies; Time- post World War II; Cast - 
the staff and students of a school, operated under the benevolent jurisdiction of white 
planters for the upper echelon white and black students; Principals - the new head mis- 
tress, Lucy Armstrong, war widow, and alone in the world, and the school doctor, a native, 
brilliant, proud and bitter against the white. Beneath the surface amity of the school, 
tensions ride high. There are two camps- one under the leadership of Elvira, a half- 
breed, who had been acting head mistress, the other group under a gifted Chinese woman, 
& Communist, who presided over the Annex, and was reputedly the mistress of the doctor. 
Lucy at first refused to concede the enmity of the gracious Elvira, but repeated "acci- 
dents", the hostility of Elvira's worshipful slaves among the older girls, finally con- 
vinced her. But it was on the issue of her own emotional involvement- on her part scarce- 
ly resisted, on his almost spurned - with the doctor, that matters came to an open break 
and a recognizable crisis. A hurricane, dramatically presented, served as nature's agent, 
and revealed Elvira's baseness- and showed Lucy where her commitment lay. Holding read- 
ing, but in final analysis the conflicts seem still unresolved, the denouement too glib. 
Not Bottome at her best. 


Febricius, Johan Westminster 
THE WORLD AT SIX $2.75 


To recapture the outlook of a six year old child requires a sensitivity, not 
only to the intensified perception of the known and unknown of which the child feels him- 
self the focus, but to the oblique understanding of the activities and thought patterns 
of adults as seen through a child's eyes. Unfortunately, Zhe World at Six, lacking this 
sympathy with children, remains a very stuffy and unusually dull parade of anecdotes 
about an eerily precocious boy of six. Flip Valckenier, the boy of six, figures in a 
series of incidents involving his Dutch family and friends- sharp-tongued Granny, Tony 
the delivery man, the maid Aagje who was pregnant with Tony's child, and a sprightly 
little number, Nellie (also six) whom Flip regards with uncomfortably advanced interest. 
and concern. The adults are merely shadows, but shadows involved in substantial love 
affairs and emotional conflicts which should not be clarified in the mind of a youngster. 
The author, in attempting to distinguish between what actually happens and what Flip un- 
derstands has sacrificed characterization on the adult level and the adults are unreal 
and one dimensional. Clicheed journalese is used for a subject which demands a light 
hand. Altogether a disappointment. 


April 6 


Camden, George Doubleday 
MY TIME, MY LIFE $2.75 


Hardly a novel - but rather a recreation of that grim period of "blood, toil, 
sweat and tears” in which London sweated out the war. It is a story of a romance at its 
fullest, when shared dangers made the six years simply a prelude to love fulfilled; when 
Billy gritted his teeth and went through the day at the armament works, in order to get 
home to Pat and baby Kathie, even if the night meant a crowded shelter, bombs, flames, 
noise. Night shift was the hardest, for imagination pictured what Pat was facing-alone 
with the baby. It is a story of comradeship between Bill and Curly,- a story of the 
tentacles of the Communist dream, or the Socialist plan, superimposing themselves on the 
men who found unionization not enough against the capitalist grab. It is a story of the 
little people, underfed, underpaid, underprivileged, in London's slums - and of the big- 
ness of those little people underfire. The story ends with Bill facing the grim reality 
of life without Pat and Kathie, work the only sedative, even Curly's return worse than 
problematical. Well done- but not keyed to o market today. An author to watch. 
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April 6 


Stuart, Jeb Doubleday 
THE OBJECTOR $3.00 


A war story which posits a conscientious objector in a generally unsympathetic 
Army. Dan Heath, accepted and with his belief that war is murder on record, is assigned 
to Field Artillery where officers' dislike and retaliation are matched by the men's ap- 
provel of his honesty and simplicity. Investigated as being mentally unfit, he is ac- 
quitted and assigned to latrine duty until an understanding M. D. gets him transferred 

to the medical detachment - where latrine duty is his again. An appointment to the neu- 
ropsychiatric ward is followed by scandal and the personal animosity and jealousy of the 
Major sends him overseas. On his furlough before shipping out Dan learns he can strike 

@ man and is pursued by the thought of having betrayed his tenets of pacificism. Arrived 
in England his lack of training and his inability to face blood places him as a driver, 
and in following the advance into Germany he proves his courage more than once, and loses 
his life in trying to save a wounded man..... The picture of an alien force in a regiment- 
ed world has its moments of serio-comedy and offers a sometimes touching portrait of a 
peaceful, hardworking, direct, honest Joe in all logic. All the latrine words here. And 
the market a major question. 


Y—- 13 Farrar, Straus 
THE SUNNIER SIDE $2.75 


Jackson, Charles 


A collection of twelve short stories, some of which have had magazine appear- 
ance, which are partially autobiographical in derivation if fictional in development, and 
which stem from a pre-World War I childhood in Arcadia, a village in upper New York state. 
And in this recall of incidents and people almost forgotten, there is a very natural note, 
covering~ almost deceptively- some more sensational elements. Zhe Sunnier Side follows 

through on the lives of three of Arcadia'’s prettiest girls:- Harriet, who was cut off by 
her father with her marriage; Eudora who became a hopeless alcoholic; Faith, who with her 
















husband and child, met a violent death. There is the dentist and his brutal attack against 


his wife to his child; Ray Verne, the choirmaster, whose charm was directed against young 
boys; the “benighted savage” who contended against the threat of insanity from self-abuse; 
the death of his sister, Rachel, too soon to kill the town's gossip about her; first de- 
sires and first loves- these all have their reality. The Jackson name may carry this to 
@ wider audience than this medium usually commands, but conservatives may find the collec- 
tion somewhat suspect. 


“ 


Sylvester, Harry Harcourt, Brace 
A GOLDEN GIRL $3.00 


By the author of Dayspring, Dearly Beloved, Moon Gaffney, this has little in 
common with the earlier books save for the aggressive attack against Catholicism through 
one of the characters who is emotionally one of its victims. The scene is Lima, Peru, 
where four men are variously attracted to Terry Morley, who wanders down there alone. 
They are Conway, the Catholic, who sees in Terry the possibility of a love which is both 
pure and physical; Fermin Ortiz, a torero, who is destroyed by Terry's inaccessibility; 
Shaw, a secretary at the Embassy and a charmer, who labels her a tramp; and Murdock, who 
tells the story, and maintains his emotional equilibrium in spite of his affair with her, 
recognizes that she's incapable of love if very capable of passion. And by the close, 
the situation blows up in violence as Conway and Ortiz are indirectly driven to their 
death, while Shaw and Murdock- regretfully- abandon Terry to an older man... Some inter- 
esting writing which has sharpness and tension, this will have a certain curious fascina- 
tion for a more sophisticated audience. 
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20 
April 10 
Gaines, Diana Random House 
TASKER MARTIN $3.00 


A fast- to the point of vulgarity, animalistic, and fundamentally sentimental 
story of a financier, Tasker Martin, handsome, virile, successful (but his tastes do run 
to lemon flannel slacks). With his disappearance on the eve of a big railroad merger 
which caps a lifetime of ruthless, risky enterprise, Tasker is seen through the eyes of 
those around him- his doctor, his public relations counsel, his mistresses and his wife. 
There was the uneven marriage to Elizabeth, sensitive, cultured, and the death of the 
baby he had wanted for which he was indirectly responsible; there was the affair with 
Ruby and an involvement with the underworld; and there is his present prospect of marriage 
to Gin Bishop, who had run through two husbands and many men but found her match in Tas- 
ker. And at the close, with his reappearance, there is a chastened return to Elizabeth 
and the promise of the son he still wanted...Strictly for flash. 


April 12 


Hurst, Fannie Harper 
ANYWOMAN $3.00 _- 


To this reader, an utterly unconvincing development of a theme with which many 
writers have played, in a story of a country town girl, strictly reared, untouched by 
emotional storms, who falls violently, umreasonably, in love, kicks over the traces, and 
throws her life away for a worthless, cheap fourflusher. Rose had all the qualities of 
the calendar chromo small town damsel; she lived on the wrong side of the tracks and was 
on the verge of being made heir to a rich eccentric old woman, when her benefactor died 
too soon - and on the verge of marrying the town's most eligible bachelor, from the upper 
town, when she fell for a young god in the shape of the swimming instructor at a resort 
hotel where she'd gone(well chaperoned, but not assiduously enough) with her fiance to 
& medical convention. She goes completely off base, throws herself at him though he more 
than repulses her and even suggests he is more interested in “the boys” than “the girls”. 
And finally, she breaks her engagement, tells Dr. Mark that it is her “sister” he should 
marry, and goes off to the despised big city on a job she doesn't want, simply to see her 
god again. When he shows his seamy side by marrying- for cold cash- a middle aged po- 
tentially rich widow, she thinks she is cured, and is on the verge of marrying the boss - 
and again the wheel of chance turns. Her idol alone is saved in an airplace crash, he 
loses both legs, and she marries him, and becomes his willing slave, abject in her adora- 
tion and possession. So what? Nothing is proved - and the story limps to a worthless 
end. It is not even well enough written to justify publication. 


April 17 


Kamal, Ahmad Random House 
ONE-DOG MAN $2.50 


* This was a magazine one-shot under the title Randolph, - here in book form, it 
has added a frame from the boy's later life. A sure-fire three boys and a dog story, told 
in the first person, this develops a nine year old newcomer's friendship with the twins, 
Bob and James, and their deepening desire to have dogs of their own. Their feud with the 
Coffee boys is heightened when the latter's Dora is to have pups, and the three work on 
ways and means to earn money for dog tags, leashes and collars. How they finally win the 
only puppy left in the litter, and where the likable Randolph leads them, climaxes in the 
newcomer's departure - and the heartbreak of parting, but not with Randolph. Embellished 
by fabulous battles, excursions from home, a tree house, a deep sea diving outfit, catas- 
trophe at a concert, an epic spanking, a running away from home - this has the universal 
appeal of young imps in all their earnest - if faulty in execution - efforts to achieve 
an ambition. Real kids, real sentiment - and real humor. 
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April 17 


Stewart, Will Simon & Schuster 
SEETEE SHOCK $2.50 


Two centuries from now - and interplanetary travel, communication and devious 
doings among the heavenly bodies. For contraterrene (CT - or seetee) drift is under in- 
vestigation as a source of free power but there are threats to the research which are the 
concern of young spatial engineer, Nick Jenkins. He gets seetee shock in saving the work- 
ers on Freedonia, and in spite of this death sentence, continues his work to prevent the 
mishandling of the research and is the means of preventing universal wreckage. It almost 
takes superscience to understand the technical points of this one, which like most fiction 
is tried and true in formule if embellished with fancier embroidery. 


White, Antonia Viking 
THE LOST TRAVELLER $3.00 ~- 


This concerns an egocentric young lady named Clara Batchelor who- rather dully- 
breaks in and out of adolescence and love in England around the year 1914. This novel, 
and a very typical novel it is, is Clara's search for inner peace- both in religion and 
in her family group. Unfortunately, Clara is in love with her father (although the author 
is not too aware of this) which complicates her progress. A convent, trips home in the 
interim, a Protestant school, an incestuous night at the opera with Papa, friendships, 
trips to the family farm, one kiss in an orchard, contempt for her mother- these are the 
patterns of Clara's life. Aimless and uncertain after school, she is offered a job as 
governess in a Catholic home. With her charge, a child named Charles, Clara does some 
fancy regressing. While playing a game one day, Charles leaps from a wall and is in- 
stantly killed. Clara blames herself, and rightly so, and through this traumatic exper- 
ience there is just the barest possibility that Clara may emerge a more integrated per- 
sonality.... Clara is obnoxious, her father is the scholar, her mother is the sofa, novel- 
reading, window-gazing female, her two aunts are delightful, her friend Nicole is en- 
chanting. There is too much concentration on Clara however and not enough on the others 


who have possibilities. b 
April 20 


Tillery, Carlyle John Day 
RED BONE WOMAN $3.00 — 


A new segment of Americana, in a story involving a little known ethnic group, 
scathingly termed “Red Bones” in Louisiana - scientifically presumed to derive from "red" 
Indian ancestry. In a rural area, fast deteriorating on every score, the Red Bones were 
still forbidden access to white schools- and refused to go to Negro schools, where their 
insistence on Spanish ancestry made them feel they would lower their own claims to white 
status. Intermarriage was frowned upon, and Randall virtually outlawed himself when he 
took a Red Bone woman into his lonely house. Even their eventual marriage failed to se- 
cure him the respect he had forfeited and his loneliness seemed intensified by their dif- 
ferentness on virtually every plane. It is a strange and haunting sort of story. Not 
easy reading, because of the constant use of the difficult dialect, but a revealing book, 
and a searching study of an oblique kind of miscegenation. The market? Perhaps that of 
the borderline lay scientist - the readers who liked the books on the Jackson whites - 
those concerned with various ramifications of our involved minority and racial problems. 
The story is slight - and buils up to a climax in which the hardly won right to schooling 
is threatened by the Klan, and Randall loses his life defending the cause of the wife he 
has taken and the children he has fathered. A psychological novel, uneven in style, but 
worth special consideration. 
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April 21 


Paul, Charlotte Messner 
HEAR MY HEART SPEAK $3.00 


A selection of the Family Bookshelf for April, this has the expected qualities 
of warmth, familiarity and a certain countrified simplicity. When Spence Atkins returns 
home in 1918 to a small town in northern Wisconsin, it is with the loss of his powers of 
speech and to the disappointment of the loss of his girl who marries another boy. As the 
years pass on, Spence tries all remedies which might help him, subjects himself to some 
pretty impossible promises of a quick cure, and is always failed. With his meeting with 
Phoebe Thankful Smith, daughter of an itinerant revivalist, Phoebe claims that only faith 
in Ged can help him, tries to bring him to belief. But Spence holds out against Phoebe 
and her religion, finally finds a cure through a new drug administered in a Veterans’ 
hospital. And it is the local, friendly country doctor who reconciles faith and science 
for Spence and clears the way for his marriage to Phoebe. Comfortable, comforting. 


April 24 


Ballard, James Dutton 
BUT A LITTLE MOMENT $3.75 


A long, tentative, and sometimes speculative first novel which is not too sharp 
in its direction and which follows first the itinerant career of Adam Allen, a construc- 
tion man, later that of his son, Jason. Born and bred in the Kentucky mountains, Adam's 
work leads him from place to place, proves a divisive element in his marriage to Jane who 
finds some compensation in the five children she bears. With the marriage of the older 
girls, Jason cuts himself off from his family, is footloose for a time, then joins the 
CCC. There in the first months follows the coy chase by an older woman, the friendship 
with Duquesne, a confused intellectual, and finally the meeting with Geneva, daughter of 
Sertus,a corrupt, powerful politician. With Jason's failure to fall into line with 
Sertus' plans, the romance is broken up for a time, but Geneva calls him back and they 
have a few weeks of marriage before Jason ships out for the war overseas... The disori- 
entation here is communicative, and this is hard to place for 4 general market. (Public 
libraries may want to handle this with care.) 


Richter, Conrad Knopf 
THE TOWN ; $3.50 


The trilogy begun with 7he Trees closes with this final chapter in one segment 
of pioneer-frontier America, the story of Sayward Wheeler, who came from the wilderness, 
and in her old age sought again to reestablish the link she herself had broken. The story 
is told in episodes, and together they form an intricate pattern of a growing frontier 
town - a frontier family taking on the trappings of civilization, striving to forget- or 
to ignore- the sturdy roots from which they sprang. Portius, mystery man whose past his 
wife, Sayward, never penetrated, had become the county's leading citizen- and had won for 
his area the right to county status on its own. But his past rose up to shame him when 
Places of honor were awarded, and only by his wit and wisdom - fortified by drink- did 
he win back the place he rated in the town's esteem. The story centers largely on the 
tragic romance between Portius' “woods colt" child, Rosa, and his and Sayward's youngest 
son, the spoiled weakling, Chancey. Condemnation of an unfeeling and curious public 
destroyed what it could not solve- and Chancey carried the bitterness of Rosa's death 
into his angry protest against society, his fight for the cause of peace in an Ohio be- 
ginning to be torn by that strife that found expression in Civil War. The story ends with 
Sayward's death- fighting to the last for her right to independence, to a life not harnes- 
sed to the trappings of formality. There's power here- and bits of superb writing, but 
it is uneven in the telling and lacks the integration that has characterized Richter's 


earlier work. 
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April 24 


Sinclair, Upton Viking 
ANOTHER PAMELA $3.00 


A slightly burlesqued projection of the Pamela theme to a modern setting- a 
California ranch estate, presided over by an eccentric multi-millionaire, a lady devoted 
to good works and radical schemes. She picks her “Pamela” out of a tar-paper roofed 
hovel in the country, where her big limousine chances to break down. She takes her along 
&s parlor-maid, because as a Seventh Day Adventist, Pamela will work on Sunday, when the 
rest of the staff want the day off. And she expects Pamela to help keep her good-for- 
nothing, spoiled nephew off liquor and women. In letters to her mother (sedate, maidenly 
letters) and to her sister (a bit more romance here), Pamela tells the story of Charles' 
attempted seduction, and in turn her persistent avowal of a religious basis of life as 
the only way she- or he- can live. In the end, she wins- but not before she has been pro- 
moted to secretary, has been wooed by a young poet and a Wobbly serving a jail sentence. 
Charles promises all she asks, and the story ends in their marriage.... An intentionally 
naive pandering to the servant-girl-to-riches, with morals intact, craving of what the 
publishers may feel is mass public. We wonder whether even the fatal charm of the 
creator of Lanny Budd can entrap the American public with a story of the rewards of vir- 
tue. To be sure, the sophisticate can read between the lines a tongue in cheek arraign- 
ment of the lives of those to whom riches mean lure for cranks. A crazy world seen 
through untutored eyes. 


April 25 


Wolff, Perry Crown 
THE FRIEND $2.75 


A first novel of the front lines of the past war which has a certain quiet real- 
ism but no strong story interest, this deals- alternately- with the soldiers of an in- 
fantry outfit. Consentrating on one incident during the Battle of the Bulge, there is 
the uneasy silence which precedes the action, the constant of fear to which all are sus- 
ceptible, the reluctance of the men who have had only,a month of seasoning. It is more 
particularly, privately, the story of Leon Harris, the historian, and his friendship for 
Roger Stoddard who wants to be sent back from the front. With the ambushing of K Company 
in which Stoddard is caught and from which he alone escapes, Harris agrees to cover up 
for the Colonel in his official report in exchange for Stoddard's transfer to Paris. And 
in so doing he recognizes the shifting nature of his relationship with Stoddard which is 
motivated by identification rather than friendship... There are, however, no salient qual- 
ities here to indicate a definite audience. 


April 27 


Brennan, Frederick Hazlitt Rinehart 
IRISH LULLABY $2.00 


A really pleasant Irish comedy - in which poverty, religion, and the conflicts 
of the small town of Glencurry produce a teacup tempest. Although the Fitzpatricks are 
anti-Church, the Church, in the person of Father Gaffney, does not despair of them, and 
with the “miracle” of Dion's being saved when all aboard the Lucky Shamrockare lost in 
an explosion, is able to claim one who has felt the hand of God. This is not for Dion 
even if the new half-American school teacher is taming his wild young sister, Moyra, and 
when Moyra fouls his young friend, Kenneth, in a horse race and the truth of his “miracle” 
is revealed, Dion sets off for America in a small boat. When he comes on the survivors 
of the wreck - there is another wave of excitement before Glencurry settles down. Enter- 
taining episodes in rhythmic Gaelic phrasing, this has definite charm. 
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Seager, Allan Be Simon & Schuster 
“The. OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN $3.00, 


These eighteen short stories have been widely circulated through magazines (from 
Story to Good Housekeeping) and selected for anthology appearance, display a variety of 
moods and & manner which is relaxed, easy going, even when directed at more tragic targets. 
Some are autobiographical, some hop back to the '30's, some have to do with World War II, 
and some like (id Man of the Mountain kick Hollywood in the belly. There is one called 
Pommery 1921 which presents a hyper Walter Mitty; The Street is a beautifully constructed 
and horrifying bit of hospital life- as is the one with a sanitarium setting called /ro 
Arte; The Bang on the Head and All Problems Are Simple get across the tight, box car, of- 
ten frantic mores of the college campus. There is delicacy, subtlety and agility in 
,uttandinha- the story of the sick child; and there is a simple but skillful study of 
madness called Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney, Sark... Patterned but interesting reading. 


FLATFOOT AND TENDERFOOT 
April 12 


Dunn, Dorothy Harper 
MURDER'S WEB $2.50 


The necessity for proving the head of the Overbrook family dead, leads to a link- 


ing of two more murders, two more attempted and another killing before the police can 
prove their suspect. For when Alice learns her husband Lucky had been hired to kill, she 
determines to stand up to the one who has hired and killed him, but the unknown's threats 
against the life of one of her friends keeps her quiet. The police open up the trail 
which leads to o maniac. Suspense in the picture of murder coming close to those unpre- 
pared for it. 


Ellington, Richard Morrow 
STONE COLD DEAD $2.50 


Peeper Steven Drake, yearning for a winter vacation, carries the ball for the 
F.B.I. and the New York police in tracing a drug ring to the Virgin Islands. There with 
murder, gambling, and an efficient run-around, assorted natives and some extra-curricular 
activities, Steve does a round up of smugglers and killers. A sizzler. 


April 18 v 


Murray, Max Farrar, Straus | 
THE NEAT LITTLE CORPSE $2.50 “ 


Jamaica, West Indies, and diving for family papers from an old wreck sets murder 
in motion when diver Patrick Fairlie's employer is killed and Patrick must not only pro- 
tect his innocence but also keep his young charge, Robert (Captain Bloodshot) safe. Kid- 
napping, more death, a touch of voodoo, inheritance problems for the Daceys of the Big 
House- all add up to an atmospheric puzzler which has some pleasant touches. 


Carpenter, J.J. Simon & Schuster 
SIGNAL GUNS AT SUNUP Yad $2.50 


Ben Lovejoy, an Easterner, who settles in Texas as the owner-editor of the Sunup 
Weekly Signal, finds himself involved a year later in the campaign for State Senator. Sid- 
ing with Gilmer, the present incumbent, against Meehan, a ranch foreman who marries Love- 
joy's sister against his will, Lovejoy only swerves his affiliations after the suicide of 
a banker shows up Gilmer's questionable deals with the local railroad and Lovejoy ends 
Gilmer's career with an expose, his life with a gun... A literacy here- as well as an 
intricacy- gives this its superiority. 
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April 21 


Ward, Brad Dutton 
BROKEN RAINBOW RANCH $2.50 


When Gil Martin, an artist abroad, is called home to his father's Rainbow Ranch, 
he faces not only the ruin of the Martin name in the Arizona territory but also the breakup 
of the ranch as the foreman his father still trusts operates against them. Falling in love 
with Stella, whose father and brother are Gil's enemies too, Gil finally identifies the 
lineup against him, tricks them into exposure and to their death.... A wild country this, 
and quite some activity, of a primitive nature. 


April 24 


Reilly, Helen Random House 
MURDER AT ARROWAYS $2.50 “ 


* Inspector McKee's new complex case, in its familiar Connecticut setting, is ab- 
sorbing reading, for Damien Cary inherits Arroways, an estate she cannot afford or dispose 
of. Arriving before the family she must dispossess has left, she is precipitated into my- 
sterious events, dramatic disclosures, strange invasions of privacy which reveal hidden 
passions and tensions, violence and sudden death. There is relentless precision in the 
development of the disclosure while the solution, with McKee aiding the local police, leaves 
the reader breathless - but satisfied. Definitely Rolls Royce. 


April 27 


Hamilton, Donald Rinehart 
MURDER TWICE TOLD $2.50 


* Intensity and nervous suspense mark these two long shorts. JDeadfall concerns the 
problems of a lab researcher who is wanted by the F.B.I. and Party spies, and who attempts 
to avoid being framed for murder: 7he Black Cross follows Hugh Phillips as he tried to find 
the murderer of his wife and the secrets of her past. Plain Janes as villainesses - but 
solid going. 


N 0 8 N - F | ae | 
Note on Special Attention 


No MUST BOOKS; no DARK HORSES which, in our opinion, belong out of date order; a few items 
for special mention. The new Louis Bromfield, because of his name, will recetve a kind of 
attention that its subject wouldn't ordinarily secure- OUT OF THE EARTH (Harper); if there 
ts a general market for Proust in America, high spot Andre Mauro1s' popular btography, 
PROUST: PORTRAIT OF A GENIUS (Harper); Frances Winwar's THE IMMORTAL LOVERS (also Harper) 
is a dependable and saleable publication. And Ida Cook's WE FOLLOWED OUR STARS (Morrow) 
might break out of the rut of "celebrities I have known" memorabilia. Reports itn section 
following. 


PROBLEMATICAL NON-FICTION 
March 135 


Viereck, Peter Scribner 
STRIKE THROUGH THE MASK! $2.50 


Some new poems and a little prose by the talented author of Terror and Decorum who 
won the Pulitzer Prize last year. These show streaks of pure poetic genius but do not as a 
whole live up to the quality of the first volume. They are too fragmentary, experimental. 
This is not in itself uncommendable but it weakens the effect of the volume which is chiefly 
to make us suspend judgment, and ask for more poems and more maturity. The prose piece en- 
titled The Poet of the Machine Age is & fine clear piece of writing, with the lucidity 
which has now made Viereck familiar to many readers of the better magazines. This is still 
one of our more winged talents, for all who love new and original poetry. 











stein 


Morg-I5 RY aay os 
Johnson, Gerald W. a Harper 
‘isin | Te $3. 50 


A half century marker which traces the course of the average American in the 
light of his political history and education and of the pressures and personalities which 
forwarded his growth. From The Voice (Bryan) and The Teeth (T. R.), on to Wilson and his 
adult, intelligent approach, unappreciated, not understood by the immature man in the 
street, to Lenin, F. D. R. and Stalin - this offers a description not only of the dramatur- 
gy of statecraft but of the magnitude of events seen in retrospect and the failure of Amer- 
icans to absorb the meanings behind them. It endeavors, in vigorous manner, to remind us 
of the spiritual significance of our own history, to refine and define the democracy which 
is our heritage, to assess the degree of maturity we have achieved in merely surviving, and 
to stimulate interest in the possibilities of things to come. A vitalizing of issues and 4 
provocative attitude to the phenomena of the last fifty years, offer lively reading for a 
general, thoughtful audience. 


February 15, 1950 


Larison, Ruth H. Longmans, Green 
HOW TO GET AND HOLD THE JOB YOU WANT $3.50 


This stems out of the work of the Job Finding Forum of the Advertising Club of 
New York City, publicized through the article in The Reader's Digest of Oct. 1949. A final 
chapter on establishing such a Forum in other places includes a letter written by the chair- 
man, and this chapter is followed by a file of sales presentations that have worked. The 
main body of the book is, however, a handbook for practical use on the lines indicated by 
the title. It is original - and one of the best I have seen. While the outline substance 
follows more or less routine tracks, the development of the ideas gives meat for construc- — 
tive application. How to “package yourself"- how to prepare an experience record- how to 
analyze yourself- what services you have to offer- how to analyze the market into which 
you want to go- how to prepare a resume (differentiating this from the initial “packaging” 
idea)- letters- interviews- follow through. And then, salient points in adjusting to the 
job once it has been landed. Useful for vocational guidance, for personnel office refer- 
ence, for college bureaus advising students on the right approach to the job hunting pro- 
cess, and so on. 


March 20 “ 


Lewis, Roy & Maude, Angus Knopf 
THE ENGLISH MIDDLE CLASSES $3.75 


A sometimes brilliant and often entertaining survey of the middle class as 4 whole, 
both in the light of historical perspective and of the current issues confronting it, this 
is an intelligent and comprehensive inquiry into the possibility of its survival. From the 
rise of the middle class to its golden age, and the building of a new Britain, this traces 
the changing directions which were of harm to it between wars; it traces also its background 
in the functions of government, public service, the professions and trades; it examines the 
problems of the middle class' individual financial aspects, of having children, of educa- 
tion and of domestic service. It shows how the middle class has been “squeezed” since 1939 
and how the losses it has sustained have neither moral nor economic compensation in the 
greater benefits the poorer classes have received. It indicates the responsibility of the 
middle class for its own plight; it queries whether Britain can afford such a large middle 
class. All in all, its illuminating investigation should be of definite interest to stu- 


@ dents, sociologists and economists here in its revealing approach to such 6 specific society. | 
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March 20 


Westcott, Cynthia Van Nostrand 
PLANT DISEASE HANDBOOK $7.50 


Dr. Westcott, whose Plant Doctor should be on every garden bookshelf (mine is in 
constant use, I know), has performed signal service in this encyclopedic compendium of data 
on plant diseases. Trees, shrubs, vines, grasses, flowers, vegetables (not large scale 
crops) from Maine to Florida, New York to California. Some 1500 diseases, attacking 1000 
host plants - their description, control measures, etc. discussed, and identification aided 
by photographs and 100 or more illustrations. The book is divided into five sections. The 
Introduction should be read first and last. or the amateur gardener would find himself be- 
coming a plant hypochondriac, imagining all the diseases in turn. For in the introduction 
is warning not to go too far in interpretation and diagnosis and treatment; but when trou- 
ble is located, and identified, to follow instructions meticulously, not haphazardly, else 
the cure may be worse than the disease. The book, throughout its reference area, is alpha- 
betically arranged:- garden chemicals and applications; bacteria, fungi, viruses; diseases 
and causative agents; host plants and locale. An essential book for landscape gardeners, 
nurserymen,: flower growers, etc. And an important reference volume for all public librar- 
ies, for libraries of schools offering courses connected with gardening; and for the com- 
pletely rounded private garden library. 


March 21 4 /y 


Beach, Joseph Warren Macmillan 
INVOLUNTARY WITNESS $1.50 


In the eight years since the publication of an earlier volume of verse, Beginning 
with Plato, in 1944, Professor Beach has advanced (?) to rather trite consideration of his 
own and other human's confusions, regressions and insecurities. There seems little in this 
volume, other than perhaps a recognizable nostalgic backward look to childhood, and a stere- 
otyped reflection of a static society, that says much of anything to the reader- anyhow to 
this reader. Little of originality of expression or form; almost nothing of beauty. 


March 22 


Spaeth, Sigmund Holt 
DEDICATION $3.00 


For lighter tastes in musical biography, by the popular lecturer and self-styled 
tune detective, this is the story of the romance between Robert Schumann and Clara Wieck, 
from the time when Schumann, a student of eighteen, came to work under Professor Wieck and 
first met Clara, a pinafored prodigy of nine. From his initial brotherly affection for the 
little girl who had great confidence in his future as a composer, to the friendship based 
on mutual interests, there followed his realization that he had fallen in love with her 
when she turned sixteen and began her career as a concert pianist. Faced with her father's 
furious refusal to sanction their marriage and several years of separation, the love affair 
was sustained by letters, by the music she inspired, and finally ended in the marriage with- 
out her father's consent... There's no great depth here, and little new, but the story 


makes a sentimental appeal. 
Marsh OprS /0 


DeVoto, Bernard Houghton, Mifflin 
THE WORLD OF FICTION $3.50 ,» 


For the student of the fiction form of literature, this has a challenging contri- 
bution to make. Mr. DeVoto will seem, at times, dogmatic; often his conclusions, and the 
steps by which he reaches them, are controversial. But there's meaty reading here, for 
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those interested in his analytical approach to the role of reader, the role of writer, and 
the techniques and skills demanded today for the writing of fiction. His opinion of the 
reader is not very exalted; perhaps reading this book might raise the general level of 
reading (though it is unlikely to reach those to whom Mr. DeVoto has reference). He feels 
that as a mass art fiction withdraws from reality, that many novels today deliberately 
falsify life and corrupt readers; that modern trends and experimentation produce tensions 
from which the reading public rebels and turns to the superficial action and costume novel 
that only tells a story, to the lucidity and freedom and sense of leisure of those novels 
that depart from the modern trends. Much of his material on the novelist will be of inter- 
est almost solely to writers. He explores some of the current tendency of psychiatry and 
fiction to invade each others field with dire results. A novelist's primary job is to keep 
the reader reading, and Mr. DeVoto proceeds to show wherein lies the craftsmanship, the 
techniques, the principles to this end. This last third of the book was to me the best 
integrated, most rewarding part of the whole. In final summation he says that after all, 
the novel tells a story. Everything else (by way of artistry, etc.) is added to that..... 
College libraries- study groups- will provide the shief market. 


March 23 


Weyl, Nathaniel Public Affairs Press 
TREASON $4.50 


A well studied, well paced history of treason in the United States which follows 
down from its original definition and prosecution through the main incidents of betrayal, 
whether by “mercenaries and psychopaths, zealots and misguided idealists". From the Ameri- 
can Revolution where treason occurred on a major scale (Charles Lee, James Wilkinson, 
Benedict Arnold) this goes down through the War of 1812, the Civil War, the minor Irish 
plots and German spies of World War I. There's the less known conspiracy of the New Eng- 
land Federalists; the famous conspiracies of Aaron Burr; John Brown, the only man to be 
executed for this crime and now a legendary martyr; the pro-Nazis, hate mongers, saboteurs 
of World War II; the much publicized contemporary cases of Alger Hiss and Judith Coplon; 
and finally the new dimensions and implications of treason today as a violation of human 
freedom rather than of the nation state.... The material here, which has its own fascina- 
tion, is also given a lively treatment. 


Ny) 
Thomson, Elizabeth H. Wien Henry Schuman, Inc. 
HARVEY CUSHING: Surgeon, Author, Artist $4.00 


Volume 13 in The Life of Science Library, this is a careful, authoritative but 
still highly readable biography of an olympian figure whose life was one of sustained suc- 
cess, as @& surgeon, teacher, author. Following his undergraduate years at Yale, his medi- 
cal training at Harvard, Cushing went to Johns Hopkins as a resident surgeon under Halsted, 
was the special protege of Osler. Specializing in neurosurgery at a time when its mortal- 
ity incidence was hopelessly high, Cushing made a wide contribution in his experiments and 
conclusions in this field. Delaying his marriage during the early years he devoted himself 
exclusively, tirelessly to his work; the marriage which followed was a happy one though he 
remained a rather remote figure to his several children. His many articles and lectures 
were capped by his one great book, the Pulitzer prize winning life of Sir William Osler. 
Driving, demanding, often harsh towards his students, his subordinates, but devoted to the 
patients he treated, Cushing's last years brought a relaxation of all pressures, an in- 
creased interest in family affairs, and a gentle tapering off of a lifetime of great ac- 
complishment. f 


— “27 Ci % at ie 


Lewisohn, Ludwig Farrar, Straus 
THE MAGIC WORD $2.75 Vv 


This book consists of four essays, one general and three specific in nature. The 
first, The Magic Word, is learned, mystical and unclear, but treats of poetry as incanta- 
tion, or as the author puts it in his introduction, it is an attempt "to situate the 
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problem of poetry, of literature, at the ultimate places of its being,- word and myth”. 

It is not quite clear what the author is driving at but the piece makes fairly interesting 
reading as he knows a good deal about languages and has some unique observations to make. 
The other three essays deal with Homer, Shakespeare and Goethe respectively. Lewisohn is 
charming about Homer, rekindling one's interest; Shakespeare he shows as 4 much better poet 
than dramatist; and Goethe he proclaims as the poet for moderns... The appeal here is 
doubtful, for although this is aimed at a literary audience, there's no real distinction 
of substance or style. 


gd 
Mareh-27—~ 7/7 


Taber, Gladys Macrae Smith 
STILLMEADOWS SEASONS $3.00 


There's a serenity, sparked with humanity, that gives Gladys Taber's books about 
Stillmeadow their unfailing charm. One feels, in following the round of seasons, month by 
month, as one does in returning to well-loved scenes. There's a nostalgic quality, an evo- 
cation of the things that a beloved country home can mean, that all but the incurable city 
dweller enjoy experiencing. There are bits of homely philosophy, commentary on the state 
of the troubled world, chunks of housewifery, humorous touches- and always the dogs, each 
one of whom has become a real personality to anyone who reads Gladys Taber's Diary of 

Domesticity- or who knows her [specially Spaniels, and the other Stillmeadow books. And 
of course there's a good deal about gardening (Jill's province)- and more about the kitchen 
end (which Gladys herself makes sound so casually easy and enticing). Picnics of every 
kind- outings to savor the countryside- all in all, a good life. 


March 29 JY 


Baldwin, Hanson W. Harper af 
GREAT MISTAKES OF THE WAR $1.50 


A short book, but it packs a wallop! Succinctly, without pulling his punches, 
the well-known 7imes correspondent expresses his opinion of the basic mistakes of the war, 
mistakes which may have won the war- or contributed to it- but have lost us the peace. This 
is due in some measure to our political immaturity, due, he feels, even more, to President 
Roosevelt's faith in his own judgment regarding Russia and Stalin, his inclination to make 
decisions on his own. He analyzes at various levels, the mistakes made with Russia- too 
much faith, too much fear, too naive an assumption that we were in the role of suppliant 
and ally. He does acknowledge that post-event criticism is easier than prophecy, but he 
puts himself on the side of those who urged that we let Germany and Russia fight it out. 
(Might be a bit of confusion as to chronology here?). Another vital error was the stand 
on “unconditional surrender” which inevitably led to unlimited war, even to the Atom bomb. 
Yet another error of judgment he feels lost us Eastern Europe (when we decided against the 
British policy of attacking through the Balkans)- and central Europe (when we agreed to 
joint occupation of Berlin). Finally, he discusses successive errors in Asia; the major 
one of betraying China to Russia and bringing Russia in at so high a price; the inter- 
service jealousies, originating in discordant policies in the Philippines; appeasement; and 
again the Atom Bomb, through the use of which we destroyed our moral position at home and 
abroad. Well documented - but in the main, a rather personal statement of conclusions 
drawn from selected facts. 


Bromfield, Louis 3 Harper 
OUT OF THE BARTH V $4.00 


Though this is an alluring title and will persuade many who loved his Pleasant 
Valley that this is another such, be not misled. It is closer to Malabar Farm, in which 
he set forth some of his adventures in bringing an unproductive farm back to fertility, 
but it is much more technical, much more directed to the agronomist, and the practical pro- 
fessional farmer. Not - as he suggests- for “recreational reading". For here he speaks 
virtually a new language, the language of the New Agriculture- and perhaps he will supply 
the spark needed to bring the laggards into at least awareness of the march of progress. 
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His book falls into three main parts. The greater part is a detailed study of his trial 
and error, trial and success methods- and the conclusions therefrom, the possibility of 
their wider application to agricultural problems, soil restoration problems, increased 
crops, streamlined dairy farming and so on elsewhere. He discusses from a scientific angle, 
the problem of balances, of the relation of lacks chemically, lacks in minerals, and wrong 
balances, to crop failures, to livestook diseases. He illustrates with personal experience, 
in virtually eradication of such disasters as Bang's disease. He tells the now famous 
“chicken litter story", which proved the value of benevolent bacteria in accumulated litter- 
and the danger of too sanitary a method of handling poultry. This is closely linked with 
his earlier thesis of rough farming. He now goes further still, and shares his findings 

as to the values of subsoil, and how to get down to it. Of water management- erosion con- 
trol- increase of ponds and tanks- treatment of woodlots- use of new agricultural tools. 

The second part of the book deals with flood control and conservation, in which he describes 
the “Muskingum Conservance District" project, which has established a working pattern which 
may be almost too simple for the bureaucrats to apply to the much discussed Missouri River 
project. This gives him a chance to expand his attack on the administration's agricultural 
policies, on the failures of bureaucratic administration, politics and red tape. Towards 
the end, there is a brief section directed to manufacturers of farm machinery, which, he 
says, lags far behind the findings of the New Agriculture. He has yet another section deal- 
ing with the New South, the beginnings of agricultural change, on the heels of industrial 
change,, and the possibility of applying much of what he has learned to this area. All in 
‘all, this book- while not a personal, anecdotal story of his experiments, in the sense that 
Malabar Farmwas, sums up an experiment still in process of growth, and the main facets of 
Bromfield's agricultural credo. Interesting but specialized. 
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Hayes, Alfred Harper / 
WELCOME TO THE CASTLE $2.50 


Hayes is not a great poet- his verse is too long and too wordy; but it is not 
weak, it is virile both in substance and in its command of language. The author of several 
novels (Zhe Girl on the Via Flaminia, etc.) devotes this book of poems chiefly to a sol- 
dier's experience in Italy, and he has a deep feeling for this wounded land and for its 
common people. The second half of the volume is devoted to poems of family life and middle 
age, and it conveys very well the slack halfheartedness and lack of direction of the post- 


war period... The verse report of a liberal, for that audience chiefly. 
April 3 
Cleveland, Charles B. Crowell 
THE GREAT BASEBALL MANAGERS $3.00 


Here is the hall of fame of baseball's great managers, from old “Pop” Anson, who 
helped revolutionize the game, down to the moderns, Connie Mack, Durocher, Shotlon, Sten- 
gel, Southwork, Dwyer and Boudreau. The author has interviewed all the great managers of 
recent years and explored the records and tapped the memories of those who knew the old 
greats,- McGraw, Fred Clarke, Frank Chance - through the period when they were out to cut 
each other's throats. Those were the days when baseball was rough and vicious. There are 
good stories here:- the yarn of the Yankees under Miller Huggins and Joe McCarthy who de- 
veloped those outstanding teams of modern baseball. We learn how managers not only made 
great plays but developed great players. We get a fine picture of inside baseball at its 
best. Dyed in the wool fans - from old timers to boys- will love it. 


Darlington, W. A. Crowell 

THE WORLD OF GILBERT AND SULLIVAN ! $3.50 

For the cult, old and, particularly, new, of this theatrical partnership, this 

backward light on the relation of the thirteen operas Gilbert & Sullivan wrote to the times 
in which they were written and produced. With an introductory chapter which underlines the 
continued popularity of their works for over seventy years and outlines briefly the asso- 
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ciation of the two, the rest of the chapters deal with the social and political background 
which conditioned the topical references, which brought about the permanent humor in each 
of the 13 light comedies and fantasies. Since the author's thesis is that the Gilbertian 
contribution is some degree greater than the Sullivan music (a debate of vital importance 
to the perfervid followers), his arguments buttress his favorite's position, while his re- 
search follows the points of contact of the plays with real life and stresses the criticism 
and satire which are involved in the dialog and verses, hardly known or remembered today. 
Interesting bypaths for the fanatics, and in its special field, excellent reference. 


April 7 = 

Trilling, Lionel Viking 
THE LIBERAL IMAGINATION $3.50 — 

A highly intellectualized, precious collection of essays in literary criticism 
on diverse broad subjects,- writers, books, literary trends, united by an underlying con- 
cern for liberalism as an intellectual tradition. Here are considered realism in Parring- 
ton and Dreiser, the decline of Sherwood Anderson, Wordsworth's Odes, the influence of 
Freud on literature and vice versa, the Henry James revival, especially the autobiographi- 
cal aspects of Zhe Princess Casamassima. Other writers considered are Kipling, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, Mark Twain, Tacitus. Many significant and timely subjects are touched upon, - 
questions of art and neurosis, the Kinsey Report, art and money, relationship of literature 
to ideas, and so on. First ranking literary criticism, most of which has appeared periodi- 


cally. Limited market. 
April 12 


Creative Age 


Rauch, Basil 
ROOSEVELT: From Munich to Pearl Harbor $4.50 

One of the recognized authorities on Roosevelt and the New Deal, here presents 
cogent arguments in defense of Roosevelt's domestic and foreign policy “from Munich to Pearl 
Harbor”. Here are some of the answers to Charles Beard's so-called revisionist interpreta- 
tion. The author claims that Roosevelt's policy was to move from isolationism to interna- 
tionalism by leading the country into collective security, without entangling alliances or 
prior commitments, To this end he used such techniques as parallel action, right of con- 
sultation, discriminatory arms embargo against aggressors, Lend Lease, etc. He traces the 
early years when domestic issues were paramount, the Geneva Disarmament Conference, non- 
intervention in Spain, in Abyssinia, the Neutrality Act - and then the break with the Quar- 
antine speech and rearmament. The turning point came with Munich. Roosevelt's internation- 
alism- as opposed to appeasement- is indicated in the Good Neighbor Policy, repeal of the 
arms embargo, the Welles mission, the destroyer-bases deal, the Atlantic Charter, the Vichy 
and Franco stands, the "shoot on sight” order. He hotly defénds Roosevelt against the in- 
famous Morgenstern contentions in Pearl Harbor. An able, well-marshalled defense, for those 


who need to have the facts re-assessed. 


Maurois, Andre Harper 
PROUST: PORTRAIT OF A GENIUS $4.50 — 


With a little more than his usual elegant facility, Andre Maurois here presents 
@ compelling portrait of the great French novelist. And through Proust's niece, he has had 
access to a number of hitherto unpublished letters and portions of the notebooks which give 
the volume life and zest, to which is added Maurois' own warm appreciation of the artist. 
There is nothing too profound or too critical here, but he does provide- with sufficient 
intelligence, insight and sympathy a portrait of the exacerbatedly sensitive genius whose 
novel about time and memory does in the world of literature what Freud and Bergson accom- 
plished in the world of psychology and philosophy. If there is a “general public" in Amer- 
ica for Proust- this is for that audience; beyond that, the new material will appeal to 


students and fanciers. 














- Cook girls' tender hearts were enlisted (and their still slender pocketbooks and boundless 
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Cook, Ida Morrow 
WE FOLLOWED OUR STARS $2. 50 
i x ; 
This is virtually two books - though the connecting thread is there between the 
glamorous years when the Cook sisters pinched pennies to spend them following favorite 
opera stars where special performances and appearances beckoned - to the war years, when 
they played the part of rescuers to numerous of Europe's oppressed...Their passion for 
opera was first sparked by the acquisition of a gramophone and the start of a modest coll- 
ection of records. Galli Curci was their first big thrill, and it was after hearing her 
and meeting her that the mad impulse to go to New York to hear her sing Traviata at the 
Met was born. No simple decision this for two English Civil Service clerks, whose total 
earnings approximated six pounds a week. But they saved the 100 pounds of their estimated. 
need - in two years- and on arrival in New York, soon found themselves news. From that 
moment on- until war crashed about their ears- work meant only subsistence while saving for 
other trips - America again, Holland, Germany, Austria, Italy. Their almost naive enthus- 
iasm won them half-amused recognition and then friendship, from not only Galli Curci, but 
Ponselle, Pinza, Rethberg, Ursuleac, Kraus and many other opera greats whose names are 
magic to devotees. The reader shares the adventures of these friendships- and the sense 
of a warm family circle in the background. Then- with approach of clouds over Europe, the 


energies) in rescuing not only musicians, but other refugees from the clutch of the Nazis. 
Lots of personal experience here, in lively recall. And always, the star ahead, symbolized 
by a determination to see- and they hoped to hear- Ponselle again. A unique story, simply 
told. 

April 17 


Peat, Louisa M. Holt 
GRANDMA DID IT THIS WAY . $3.00 


Nostalgia -drenched record of a perfect present as experienced by the author- when 
as a little girl she lived with her Grandparents in Ireland- perfect that is until ths gov- 
ernesses came. For little Lulu, orphaned, together with Charles and Peter, whose parents 
lived in the East, knew the golden days of a country house, a town house, and the seaside, 
and, in spite of Grandma's hewing to the line of duty and responsibility, punctuality and 
politeness - and no arguing - was in on the help's high pitched emotionalism, the conflicts 
of other than her Presbyterian religion, knew the Ireland of the jaunting car, the eccen- 
trics who were accepted so easily, the tinkers, a “buy-cycle” imported by an aunt, night- 
mares caused by a dour maid (married off by Grandma) and many another local and national 
conditioning. And always her Scottish grandfather and a Grandma whose enterprises were 
mostly successful (when not, failure could be turned to advantage) and whose firm attitude 
was tempered with an unadmitted understanding. Then - the passing of the old order, with 
Grandpa's death and the change in the family's way of life. Unashamed sentiment of pre- 
World War I years, this is diffuse but dream-like, laden with toothsome food and recipes, 
alive with the smell and feel of the country she knew. Never coy, never trying for humor, 
the innocence here has sincerity and simplicity. 





Koller, Lawrence R. Little, Brown : 
TAKING LARGER TROUT $5.00 | 











Post-graduate course in fishing- definitely not for the amateur or beginning 
fisherman, but for the addict who wants to take fewer, perhaps, but bigger trout and 
wants an inside track on information from the sportsman who has developed the know-how. 
This very personal record of a lifetime of fishing, high spotting those aspects of it 
which contribute to this know-how, combines anecdotal material with rather technical 
analysis of waters, seasons, times of day, time of year. He advocates an aggressive att- 
itude, deep wading, flexibility of viewpoint as to which side of the stream to fish and 
when to shift. He discusses ways of finding the right bait for the right time, by examin- 














February 15, 1950 Non-fiction -125- 


ing the stomachs of the first fish taken. He recognizes the importance of not too rigid 
rules as to bait or lures, even conceding times when worms and live bait are better than 
either wet fly or dry. He shares some of his knowledge of making his own flies and lures. 


This for the fisherman who has had all the simpler books. 
April 18 


Macmillan 


Harris, Seale 
A WOMAN'S SURGEON $5.00 

A biography of the paradoxical, uneven life of James Marion Sims, the 19th cen- 
tury surgeon and gynecologist who drifted into medicine with neither enthusiasm nor any 
particular aptitude but was to become one of the most brilliant innovators of his time. 
Southern born and educated, Sims soon realized the limitations of his chosen profession 
at a time when this science was vague rather than precise, but his love for and marriage 
to Theresa provided the incentive which carried him on into surgery for which he had a 
native gift. Specializing as a woman's surgeon in Montgomery, Alabama, his first major 
work was in the repair of fistulas caused by childbirth. I11l for years with a dysentery 
which almost killed him, Sims was finally forced to the move to New York where a period of 
great financial and physical depression was finally ended by his founding of the first 
Woman's Hospital. Driven to Europe by the Civil War, his fame increased, but after his 
return to his hospital, a display of tactless temper (justified) forced his resignation. 
And although his fame continued, it was not until his death that universal tribute was 
paid... A subdued, careful biography of a life of many achievements and reversals, the 
interest here is chiefly medical but has its human values. 


Sokolov, Y. M. Macmillan 
RUSSIAN FOLKLORE 5/4 $10.00 


Another contribution in cooperation with the American Council of Learned Soci- 
eties, to our fuller knowledge of the series of texts now in use in Soviet schools. This 
is not a collection of Russian folk tales and songs, but a definitive exposition of the 
nature of Russian folklore, seen here as a peculiarly nationalistic expression of the peo- 
ple and a basis for the formation of a political philosophy in the tradition of Engel's 
judgments in the study of anthropology. A scholarly survey of folklore of all kinds from 
the ancient oral traditions through the work of the present day Soviet poets who have in- 
corporated these older elements into their work, this will be of value to the scholarly 
few who have the necessary background of both Russian literature and folklore, or the 
means to take advantage of the exhaustive bibliography to do extensive collateral reading 
in the field. Carefully annotated and liberally illustrated with excerpts from the per- 
ticular form of folklore under discussion, this fills a gap in existing material in the 
field, which will give it long range if immediate sharp limitations to the saleability. 

A few large Public Libraries, having extensive reference material in folklore, will be 
particularly interested. 


Vorhaus, Martin G., M.D. Macmillan 
A GUIDE TO GENERAL MEDICAL PRACTICE | $3.50 


A guide for the medical student or beginning intern with some sage advice cover- 
ing the minutiae of setting up a practice to the wider philosophical considerations of the 
doctor's role in the community and as a family adviser. The first section is concerned 
with an appraisal of the problems involved in the choice between specialization and general 
medical practice, emphasizing the value and expanding the horizon of the general practi- 
tioner, the necessity of internship, choice of location, and tips on the first office and 
the development of a practice. Part II deals with clinical problems and the development 
of judgment and techniques; while Part III outlines generally the doctor's role as adviser. 
A recommended reading list is included and the young student will doubtless find a lot here 
that is not in the text books which will save him from having to learn through the some- 


times very hard method of experience. 
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April 29 


Huxley, Aldous Harper 
THEMES AND VARIATIONS $3.50.~ 


This uneven collection of variations on Huxley e7 ascendant into a muddled, quiet- 
istic mysticism superficially at least covers a wide range. There's a monograph on the 
18th century philosopher, Maine de Biran; the art of the baroque and rococo religious art 
of Rome and Spain; the art of El Greco, Piranesi and Goya in relation to the art-death 
theme ;a discussion of problems of world peace in terms of population and food. Despite 
the range, Huxley does not move from his tight little corner. The expansion of Biran's 
existentialism (which Huxley defines as affirmation of the incarnate "T") into a plea for 
individual freedom from a “sub-human" state, the re-statement of the isolation of this 
self, with self-knowledge as a blind alley cob-webbed by psycho-physiological demands, and 
an obsession with purely personal experience, again seem to contribute to the negativism 
and pseudo-mysticism of his 7ime Must Have a Stop. However, the reader will find that 
Huxley's thought-conjuring has a vibrant fascination, while in style, these essays have 
the same brilliance of phrase and virtuosity of wit that have always characterized his 
writings. His attempts to clarify a world economic problem seem rather stumbling, but in 
the main this latest Huxley deserves consideration for its facile prose and scholarship. 


Cassirer, Ernst Yale Press 
THE PROBLEM OF KNOWLEDGE $5.00 


A top flight philosopher's historical study, posthumously published, of the pro- 
blems of knowledge in the fields of contemporary (1832-1932) mathematics, theoretical 
physics, biology and history. This is the fourth and final volume, and deals with the 
"methods" in each of the disciplines and the conception of the knowledge sought for in 
each. Describing ideas and trends of thought in their origins and in historical order, 
the author also explains the general purport of ideas and their significance as systems. 
Part I deals with the exact sciences; Part II is concerned with the newer science of biol- 
ogy; Part III, with the discipline of history. A learned, scholarly inspection of the 
principles of the separate sciences and an attempt to explain how they handle primary 
principles. Special. 


April 20 vu 


Bracka, William Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
WHEAT COUNTRY $3.50 / 


Placing high in this series, this portrait of Kansas has a genuine animation and 
sparkle and is a composite of historical incidents, social issues, famous figures. From the 
first wagon crossings to the first settlements, Kansas' real start as a wheat state began 
with the Mennonites- the “hook and eye Dutch"- who brought the wheat with them. Here are 
the bloody days of the Civil War; the spartan aspects of pioneer living; the evolution of 
her politics and her journalism; the great issue- temperance, and the noisy hubbub which 
attended it. And through all this there are the colorful characters of Wild Bill Hickok 
and Buffalo Bill; Mary Ellen (Mary Yellin') Lease and Carry Nation; William Allen White; 
Amelia Earhart; the Menningers in medicine and the Haldeman- Juliuses in publishing (the 
Little Blue Books)... A lively narrative though chiefly regional in designation. 


April 25 


Melcher, Edith Harvard University Press 
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF HENRY MONNIER, 1799-1877 $4.25 





A biography of an almost forgotten French figure, Henry Monnier who pursued- al- 
ternately- three professions, who was never great but was very representative of his era 
as his work reflected social, economic and political history as well as the artistic trends 
of the Restoration and the Second Empire. His was a paradoxical life- “the promising ta- 
lents which never quite overcame the struggle against poverty, the gaiety and cleverness 




















February 15, 1950 Non-fiction -127- 


which left so little trace, the immense popularity which brought so few real friends". And 
here is portrayed his particular charm, his gift for mimicry, for hoaxes- so fashionable 
at the time; and his career as a satiric artist- he was second to Daumier; as an actor- 

he never made the Comedie Francaise; and more incidentally as a writer. An interpretation 
of his work, his particular affinity with Flaubert and Balzac, merges with the story of 
his life and all evidences careful scholarship as well as a just objectivity. But one 
questions where, except for library reference, a contemporary audience lies. 


Ae # 
Aprit-25 S [/6 


Macmillan 


Popenoe, Paul 
MARRIAGE IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT $3.00 

Some fairly obvious if valid home truths which expose and dispose of some common 
points of friction, arguing that the incompatibility in many marriages largely derives from 
ignorance. The importance of making your marriage a partnership and acquiring emotional 
maturity; the proper handling of money, quarrels, in-laws, bad habits; the sorespots caused 
by moods, jealousy, over-aggressiveness; achieving a proper sex relationship, giving your 
first baby second place; finding serenity in your old age; etc. etc. all this is discussed 
at the level for which the book is intended- but the women seem to get the worst of it. 


Craige, Capt. John Houston World 
THE PRACTICAL BOOK OF AMBRICAN GUNS $4.95 


This will be good news for the huge number of enthusiasts who cannot afford the 
more expensive and more specialized books in this field. Here- in one volume, at a good 
merchandise price, is a general once-over book, which reviews not only the fascinating his- 
tory of American guns, and the rapid changes of the present decade, but takes up in detail 
the special aspects. Military markmanship, an outgrowth of two wars, small bores, shotgun 
shooting, trap’and skeet shooting, pistols, - the details of each phase as recreation, with 
rules of competitive markmanship, etc. There is information and advice on the know-how of 
all kinds of guns, ammunition, sights as developed today, accessories. There is field 
hunting with rifle and shotgun. There's brief space given to the less important phase for 
Americans of big game hunting. Familiar names in the nomenclature of guns become personal- 
ities in their place in history,- Whitney, Remington, Colt, Winchester, Smith & Wesson, 
Gatling, Garand, firearm inventors and manufacturers whose names are still identified with 
modern guns. 160 illustrations. Index. (Plus sale for boys.) 


April 26 


Handel, Paul W. Harper 
THE OUTDOOR CHEF $3.00 


Advisecly, the word "chef" is used in this title, for here is a specialty cook- 
book for the kind of outdoor cooking that few of us have experienced. He makes it sound 
possible, inviting, and challenging. The first section deals with first principles- kinds 
of fires (dependent on region, fuel available, time element, weather, etc.) - how to se- 
lect materials- for to lay fires- how to light them- and the safety rules all must observe. 
Then he turns to basic principles of backyard fireplaces, selection of locale, different 
kinds and how to make them, equipment- what is necessary, what is “extra”. He discusses 
food storage - cleanliness (whether in camp cooking or picnicking or backyard cooking). 
Cook kits will provide hints for good housekeepers and save tempers when outdoor cooking 
is in the works. Check lists of foods - with quantities for different uses and periods 
of time and size of party, will prove valuable. Methods of outdoor cooking follow, and 
this section includes ground cooking and barbecues, with their regional angles. There are 
recipes and instructions throughout much of this section, but the final part of the book 
is almost wholly a how-to-do, from breads and beverages, through favorite out door foods 
to desserts. While many of the ideas sound much too elaborate for one's usual conception 
of even de luxe outdoor cooking, there are some good hints to transfer to the kitchen. 
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The section on “foil cooking" is very up to the minute. The one lack- and this I felt 
through a good part of the book - is the matter of timing. Anyone who has amateurishly 
attacked outdoor cooking knows how difficult it is to gauge time and a timetable for the 
amateur, indicating, for instance, rare, medium, well-done, would be a good addition. 
(Hint to publisher). Ill'd. 


April 26 


Winwar, Frances Harper 
THE IMMORTAL LOVERS $3.75 4,60 


The Browning story is ever old and new, one of the great love stories of liter- 
ary history, and Frances Winwar has brought to her rendering of the story, full measure not 
only of her thorough knowledge of the setting, the period, the atmosphere of the times, but 
flavorful, zestful appreciation of the glamour. Her style, with its lushness, its occasion- 
al sentimentality, seems somehow keyed to the story she is telling. And yet, despite these 
qualities which will annoy some readers, her manner of telling is somehow in tune with the 
matter. The Elizabeth Barrett side of the portrait is better than the Robert Browning side. 
Possibly because there was more contemporary source material to draw on, possibly because 
her poetry stemmed so wholly from her character, her emotional being that in writing of the 
woman and her art, they integrated spontaneously. One has a sense of seeing Robert Brown- 
ing through Elizabeth's eyes; of getting only flashes of his writings, objectively handled 
rather than subjectively. The stories are paralleled until almost the moment of the lovers 
meeting, and the Barrett household comes alive- the stage set plays a vital part, while the 
Browning family remains lay figures. Nonetheless, familiar as the story of their love has 
become, one reads for the intimate details as though once again it was newly experienced. 
Much of the flavor of Poor Splendid Wings ig here, in the reflection of England of the 
times, while the Florence panel seems fresh and new. Much that has become common ground 
for those who saw 7hé Barretts of Wimpole Street contributes to giving this impetus for 
popular sale. Scholars may quarrel with what they will feel liberties taken with authen- 
ticity, but the letters, notes, disries, etc. are so-closely interwoven with Miss Winwar's 
contribution that it emerges as a whole. 


Weiss, Paul Yale Press 
MAN'S FREEDOM $5.00 


A Yale University philosopher probes the humanity of man and explores man's po- 
tentialities and possibilities for becoming more complete and more human through free ef- 
forts. This is a study of man's world which accounts for the simplest of meaningless acts 
to the radical transformative decisions of the creative will, all the rights of man, private, | 
political and social. In part one, the author describes man as having human nature, common 
and interconnected realities, relevant and compulsive possibilities, as having private and 
common experience and free creativity. In similar vein he analyzes the static freedoms, 
the socialization of man and the freedom of preference. Section two treats man's ethics - 
such problems as absolute morality and ultimate ends, freedom of choice, consciousness, 
the Golden Rule, natural law, etc. The final part is concerned with man's dynamic force 
the creative will and the evolution of ethical man. Profound philosophical approach, 
which the average layman will bypass, but others interested in philosophy will find of 


interest and moment. ; 


April ?? s| | 


Crowell 


Simpson, Joyce Tillery 
LADDER TO THE SKY $3.00 

The recall of a childhood spent in the oil fields of Texas and Louisiana follow- 
ing a father whose high hopes and usually low realizations still did not dim the lure of 4 
ladder to the sky. There were the first years, after World War I, when he learnt the busi- 
ness as a roughneck, later a scout, then a land-leaser. Taking a flier on his own, his 
confidence in the Louisiana territory he leased won him the backing he needed and he formed 
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his own company. There were the first small wells, followed by a big hit at the Frio which 
went up in flames, ruined his equipment, injured his men. The poor years during the de- 
pression, Bast Texas for the oil rush, somewhat better times until he hit the Frio again 
but did not live to see the full materialization of his dream... There's a nice family 
feeling here as well as much of the fascination, the excitement of a big, bright bonanza 
which may be here today- or gone tomorrow. Good reading. 

1) 
April ? 


Dahnke, Marye A. A. Wyn 
THE CHEESE COOKBOOK $2.00 


This strikes a happy medium between the perhaps over-selective Cheese Cookery 
by Ripperger (Stewart) and the uneven Art of Cheese Cookery by Nika Standen (Doubleday). 
And yet one wonders if, with these two books still available, there is room for another, 

so close on the heels of the Standen book. I like this one immensely. It has an adequate 
and useful introductory section on kinds of cheeses. The recipes and ideas for use of 
cheese start with appetizers and first course uses, go through from soups to desserts, 

from the simplest basic sauces, to elaborate eight egg souffles. The instructions are 
succinctly presented, with timing and size of casseroles (where this is a factor) care- 
fully indicated, as well as number the dish will serve. The use of cheese with eggs, 

with fish, with meat (very little here- the Standen book has more), with starchy foods 
(again less extensively explored than in Standen) competently handled and with enough 
variety for the average housewife. The section on salads was the one part with which I 
found myself in constant disagreement, but then I belong to the school which likes more 
Olive oil, less vinegar, and a dressing made over the ingredients of the salad in a bowl 
rubbed with garlic. The dressings here, despite the use of cheese, seem rather flat in 
lack of herbs, etc. The sandwich section is one of the best parts of the book. Equipment- 
care of cheese, etc. very sound. 


LATE ARRIVALS- Practically Published 


Cruikshank, R.J. Chanticleer Press 
CHARLES DICKENS AND EARLY VICTORIAN ENGLAND $4.50 


A more indicative title would be "The Age of Dickens" for that author appears 
only as the quotable champion and personal symbol of the most representative group- the 
lower middle class. The book itself is as cluttered as any drawing room of the era and 
pre-supposes a meticulous background in both its history and literature in order to corre- 
late this nostalgic melange into the intended overall view of the period. The 32 gravure 
plates, 37 line illustrations, 14 charts in color and 16 pages of statistics are as varied 
and individually informative as the numerous subjects here touched upon, but do not serve 
to unscramble the literary litter. (2/21) 


Sandburg, Carl Harcourt, Brace 
LINCOLN COLLECTOR $7.50 


The Limited edition of this story of the Oliver R. Barrett collection was publish- 
ed last Fall, and sold out in advance of publication date at $15.00 - a disappointment to 
many who wanted to add this important volume to their own Lincoln shelves. The reviewers 
hailed it as "a mine of information"..."a treasury of Americana"..."“the raw material of 
history"..."a portrait gallery of Americans caught by the candid camera of contemporary 
letters"..."makes available a vast hoard of materials never had before”, and so on. Now, 
just in time for Lincoln's birthday featuring, comes this trade edition. There are a few 
new documents, an unknown Lincoln speech, some letters not hitherto available, papers 
dealing with various familiar Civil War figures. The collection has been used for years 
by Lincoln researchers. It was started by Barrett when as a boy of 13, his imagination 
regarding Lincoln was fired, and he began the ever-absorbing process of collecting items, 
autographs, exchanging with other collectors etc. Text- pictures- reproductions of origin- 


al material- and throughout the adroit editing and interlocking of items into a composite 
portrait, by Carl Sandburg. 
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Dahnes, Robert A. Holt 
SALT-WATER FISHING $5.00 
A useful but pedestrian reference book on salt water fishes, with some practical 
©@ how-to-do-it data for fishermen. Some 115 salt water fish, both game fish and sport fish, 


are included, with over 80 specially drawn, and accurately detailed, illustrations, and the 
kind of information that is desired by the average salt water fisherman and sportsman. Com- 
mon name and scientific name; detailed and statistical information as to points of identi- 
fication, color, range, size, food. The last part, dealing with methods of fishing, covers 
tackle, trolling, surf casting, bait casting, fly casting. Draw to attention of fishing 
clubs (if you are located on the seaboard- Atlantic, Pacific or Gulf), to sports books de- 
partments in stores selling sporting goods. Glossary. Index. 


Nims, John Frederick Wm. Sloane 
A FOUNTAIN IN KENTUCKY $2.75 


* The latest memorable collection of poems by the author of Zhe Iron Pastoral shows 
the same sharp montage of imagery, the cleanness of perception, the absorption in metropoli- 
tan life. These new poems offer greater variety of subject matter, greater smoothness and 
skill in verse form. The poet is concerned with the time-death theme, and his acceptance | 
of the unreality and strangeness of both seems sorrowful and amused in turn. In his short 
poems, personal, tight in line and metaphor, there is wit and facility of imagery. Outstand- 
ing. 


Lassaigne, Jacques Harper 
EUGENE DELACROIX $2.50 


Addition to Masters of Painting Series, this portfolio of paintings of the leader 

Se of the Romantic movement in 19th century French art circles. He was a forerunner of the 
Impressionists in his use of color, and the 9 full color reproductions have managed to cap- | 
ture his very extraordinary quality. 32 half tones add to the conception of the scope of ) 
his work. A well-known French art critic has given a fresh evaluation of his place, and a 
brief biographical sketch of the man, his mysterious parentage, his close link with the 
state (he was rumored to be an illegitimate son of Talleyrand), the paucity of his human 
relations, the magnitude of his artistic achievements. Other titles in this series include 
Daumier, Toulouse-Lautrec, Degas, etc. 


a a ne 


ne a ee | 


Puyvelde, Leo Van- Intro. by Harper 
RUBENS: The Battle of the Amazons $2.50 


An unusual series of art books, entitled Form and Color, designed to give the art 
lover some sense of familiarity with the world's great canvases. The original of this paint- 
ing, which was for years in the Alte Pinakothek in Munich, was found by the American Army 
concealed in a salt mine - and was later included among the canvases shown after the war in | 
some European cities. This portfolio (boxed) shows in 8-color reproduction, seven detailed | 
sections of the painting, which measures in the original 48" by 65". Professor Puyvelde's } 
introduction examines minutely the details, and interprets the conception behind the paint- | 
ing, and places Rubensas representing the spirit of northern Baroque art. 


The Pitman Gallery Pitman Publishing Co. 
Bach $1.95 
Stokes, Adrian- Fd. CEZANNE ty 
Ayrton, Michael- £d. CHAGALL, with the artist's own notes | 
@ James, Philip- £d. VAN GOGH : 
. Wilenski, R.H.- £d. ROYAL PORTRAITS j 














Four more volumes, bringing the total now available in this series up to 16. Each 
monograph contains introductory notes, biographical and expository and interpretative, and 
ten colored plates. The fourth volume,foyal Portraits, has anecdotal bits about the rela- 
tions between sitters and painters, and suggests the wide range from Gothic to Renaissance ' 
represented in the artists and their conceptions of their themes. Good value. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Cushman, Clarissa Fairchild- THE GLASS BARRACKS- from 2/23 to 4/24 (Little, Brown) 


Agar, Herbert- THE PRICE OF UNION- definite date 3/9. Definite price $5.00 
(Houghton, Mifflin) 


Robertson, Archie- THAT OLD-TIME RELIGION- definite date 2/21 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Rose, Anna P.- ROOM FOR ONE MORE- definite date 4/25 (Houghton, Mifflin) 

Dixon, H. Vernor- SOMETHING FOR NOTHING- price from $2.50 to $2.75 (Harper) 

Coit, Margaret L.- JOHN C. CALHOUN- from 2/21 to 2/28 (Houghton, Mifflin) 


Kemler, Edgar- THE IRREVERENT MR. MENCKEN- from 2/23 to 4/17 (Little, Brown-A.M.P.) 


Scoweroft, Richard- FIRST FAMILY- price from $3.50 to $3.00 (Houghton, Mifflin) 


Bergler, E., M.D.- THE WRITER AND PSYCHOANALYSIS- from 2/16 to 2/23 (Doubleday) 
Andrews, R.H.- GREAT DAY IN THE MORNING- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Coward-McCann) 
Hartley, L.P.- THE BOAT- price from $4.00 to $3.50 (Doubleday) 

Balchin, Nigel- A SORT OF TRAITORS - from 3/28 to 6/8 (Houghton, Mifflin) 

Carr, J.D.- THE BRIDE OF NEWGATE- price from $2.50 to $3.00 (Harper) 

Arvin, Newton- HERMAN MELVILLE- from 3/20 to 4/20 (William Sloane) 

Lamport, Felicia- MINK ON WEEKDAYS- from 3/28 to 5/16 (Houghton, Mifflin) 


Koch, Adrienne- EMPIRE FOR LIBERTY- from 4/10 to 3/13 (Knopf) 


SPECIAL NOTE: THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD - Looking backward and forward 


Back in 1935, and for several years thereafter, The American Booksellers Association, 
with the cooperation of publishers and representatives of the trade journals, awarded 
prizes to the most distinguished books of each year. In the beginning, awards were 
given to books in different categories, and an additional selection was made of: the 
booksellers’ own favorite to which the rank of "best seller" had not accrued. FEven- 
tually, in the final years of this project, the award was given to that "forgotten 
book" alone, as consensus was that the best sellers did not need the additional im- 
petus. During the war years, pressure on everyone in the industry was so terrific, 
that the National Book Award was abandoned... Those of us whose memories go back. to 
this experience, welcome the news that the entire book industry, as represented by 
the American Book Publishers Council, Inc., the American Booksellers Association and 
the Book Manufacturers Institute, have reinaugurated the National Book Award. Medaltia 
will be presented to winning authors of the most distinguished books of fictton, non- 
fiction and poetry, written by Americans and published in 1949. - at a banquet to be 
held on March 15th. Watch for news stories- and. back the winners! 








